Why Do You Buy Your Hat? by Kingery, Margaret
Volume 1
Number 3 The Iowa Homemaker vol.1, no.3-4 Article 8
1921
Why Do You Buy Your Hat?
Margaret Kingery
Iowa State College
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker
Part of the Home Economics Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Iowa Homemaker by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Kingery, Margaret (1921) "Why Do You Buy Your Hat?," The Iowa Homemaker: Vol. 1 : No. 3 , Article 8.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker/vol1/iss3/8
8 7'IIE lOW A HOMEMAKER 
Why Do You Buy Your Hat? 
W HETHER IT be a spring, Slliillhe. , fall or winter hat, buy it because 
it is becoming to you in every way and 
not because it is cheap. or fashionable, 
or pretty or a French model. Of course 
all of these features may enter into the 
decision but if the hat is unbecoming it 
will never be right, in spite of all of its 
good points. The average girl or woman 
is better looking without her bat on, us· 
ually because she hasn't taken time 
enough to reaUy resaon out the kind -of a 
hat which is best suited to her. 
First of all, consider the pattem that 
you make when seen against the back· 
ground of other people. If you tower 
above those of average height and are 
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slender. wear a broad brimmed or a med· 
ium wide hat and avoid looking taller by 
using horizontal instead of vertical lines 
in trimming. It is impossible for the 
world to overlook you ,even if you are 
unusually short. if you wear a small hat 
with upturned brim and high trimming. 
Some people are fortunate enough to be 
neither too tall nor too short, too wide 
nor too narrow and they need never 
worry about wilth of brim, except in r e· 
lation to their head silhouettes. 
When suiting the hat to tbe lines and 
proportions of the head, see first of all 
that the crown actually fits the head. 
When a hat feels tight It surely looks 
worse than it feels, for it invariably slips 
up on the forehead. I t is just as bad for 
your hat to be too large, even if it is 
padded to feel comfortable, s ince the out· 
side of the crown still retains Its ap· 
pearance of width and looks as if It 
might slip down any minute. Crowns are 
rather high this season but if your face 
happens to be small and your cbio short 
a high crown will only emphasize these 
shortcomings. As a contrast, just imagine 
a girl with a long, large chin and a high 
forehead, wearing a low flat crown. 
Have you ever seen a girl who has a 
round, full race wearing a turban with a 
round crown? Pethaps you have won· 
clered wby she looked so bulbous, and 
have never realized that her hat was the 
reason. This type of face appears less 
round when a bat with square crown and 
straight lines is worn. A turban. usual· 
ly the most abused type of bat, looks best 
on a slender girl with a slender face, and 
her hair worn wide over the ears. Good 
advice to the average person is to avoid 
turbans as you would the plague, unless 
you are sure it Is the be~>t type of hat for 
you. It Is too severe for an older womlln 
for it exposes tl1e face, giving no shelter· 
ing shadows. Any unusual features such 
as a sharply pointed nose or chin, a 
turned up nose or a receding cbln are all 
brought out more prominently by the 
brimless hat. 
Color in hats persents another interest· 
ing problem. How many times have you 
bought a black hat because, "it goes with 
everything?" To. reality it just as often 
goes with nothine: be<'ause it doesn't go 
with yollr colorine:. Personal coloring 
should h<> considered first. The C'olor that 
is becumlno: to :vou usually ~roes well witll 
your clotl,es. Brown, for instan~e. or 
green. blue or purple. wben \vorn bv tho 
right p~>rson look well wi.th manv colors 
in clotb"S They would all be h11rmon· 
ions with a navy or brown suit. A hat all 
of one color may be unbecomiu~ but with 
the addition <lf a facing of another color. 
may become l1armonious. Blue facings. 
as an example, often m<~ke blue eyes look 
bluer and more striking. Black is very 
striking when worn by one with fair 
skin and colorful hair but she who bas 
faded skin and dull hair should avoid it 
tor the whole effect is gloomy and de· 
pressing. 
W11en all of these questions have been 
11nswered favorably, in the hat that you 
choos~:>-prove that the rules are worth 
foJlowing by wearing the hat well. This 
is truly an art and an art worth acquir-
ing. Study tile lines of the bat, and place 
the hat on the head so that these lines 
are harmonious with the lines of the 
race and the hair. If this is done, your 
hnt will never appear-as so many do-
as if it just happened to light on your 
head, but it will seem to belong there. lf 
worn too high or too Car back, your bat 
will look unnecessary and rather foolish. 
A bat worn too far down over the eyes 
coarsens the features. The eyebrows 
should always show and a part of the 
forehead at times. 
Before being perfectly satisfied, observe 
the effect from every angle, and see that 
each view is equally as good as the front 
view. The final test of a well dressed 
woman is her appearance when seen from 
the back. I wonder how many of us can 
pass this test favorably. 
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